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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 14, 1972 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I was pleased to learn from General Haig that you held 
useful and constructive discussions with him in Saigon in 
preparation for Dr. Kissinger^ forthcoming meeting 
with North Vietnam 1 s negotiators in Paris. 

After studying your letter of November 11 with great care 
I have concluded that we have made substantial progress . 
towards reaching a common understanding on many of the 
important issues before us. You can be sure that we will 
pursue the proposed changes in the draft agreement that 
General Haig discussed with you with the utmost firmness 
and that> as these discussions proceed, we shall keep you 
fully informed through your Ambassador to the Paris 

Conference on Vietnam wuu will he brieve a uaixy uy 

. . 

Dr. Kissinger. . 
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I understand from your letter and from General Haig f s 
persona! report that your principal remaining concern 
with respect to the draft agreement is the status of North 
Vietnamese forces now in South Vietnam. As General 

■ * . j ■ 

Haig explained to you, it is our intention to deal with this 
problem first by seeking to insert a reference to respect 
for the demilitarized zone in the proposed agreement and, 

second, by proposing a clause which provides for the^ 
reduction and demobilization of forces on both sides in 
South Vietnam on a one-to-one basis and to have demobilized 
personnel return to their homes. 

Upon reviewing this proposed language, it is my conviction 
that such a provision can go a long way towards dealing 
with your concern with respect to North Vietnamese forces. 
General Haig tells me, however, that you are also 
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seriously concerned about the timing and verification of 
sue reductions. In light of this, I have asked Dr. Kissinger 
to convey to you, through Ambassador Bunker, some addi- 
^ tioijal clauses we would propose adding to the agreement 
eakng with each of these points. In addition, I have asked 
that Dr. Kissinger send you the other technical and less 
important substantive changes which General Haig did not 
ave the opportunity to discuss with you because they had not 
yet been fully developed in Washington. With these proposed 
modifications, I think you will agree that we have done every- 
thing we can to improve the existing draft while remaining 
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You also, raise in your letter the question of participation by 

other Asian countries in the International Conference. As 

you know, the presently contemplated composition are the 

permanent members of the United Nations Security Council, 

the members of the ICCS, the parties to the Paris Conference 

on Vietnam and the Secretary General of the United Nations. 

We Berjonslw onnci^a«n^ r. % . - 

... . , . ana Laotian participation 

but decided that these would be unnecessary complications 

with respect to representation. We do not, however, exclude, 
the possibility of delegations from these countries participating 
m an observer status at the invitation of the conference. As 
for Japan, this question was raised earlier in our negotiations 
with Hanoi and set aside because of their strenuous objections 
to any Japanese role in guaranteeing the settlement and also 
because it inevitably raises the possibility of Indian partici- 
pation. I have, however, asiced that Dr. kis singer raise 
is matter again in Paris and he will inform your repre- 
sentative what progress we make on this. What we must 
recognize as a practical matter is that participation of Japan 
is very likely to lead to the participation of India. We would 

appreciate hearing your preference on whether it is better 
to include both countries or neither of them. 

* • . * ' ■ • • 
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composition of the ICCS, I must 

say in ah candor that I do not share your view that its con- 

temnlaf^n r.** 


, n view mat its con- 

emplated membership is unbalanced. I am hopeful that it< 
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will prove to be a useful mechanism in detecting and reporting 
violations of the agreement. In any event, what we both must 
recognize is that the supervisory mechanism in itself is in no 

• • * • * • * • • - * , « , * . ■ • . , t 

measure as important as our own firm determination to see 
to it that the agreement works and our vigilance with respect 

to the prospect of its violation. 

•- # » * 

I will not repeat here all that I said to you in my letter of 
November 8, but I do wish to reaffirm its essential content 
and stress again my determination to work towards an early- 
agreement along the lines of the schedule which General Haig 
explained to you. I must explain in all frankness that while 
we will do our very best to secure the changes in the agreement 
which General Haig discussed with you and those additional ones 
which Ambassador Bunker will bring you, we cannot expect to 
secure them all. For example, it is unrealistic to assume 
that we will be able to secure the absolute assurances which 

you would hope to have on the troop issue. ■ • 

■ - ' " _ . . • 1 ^ 

But far more important than what we say in the agreement on 
this issue is what we do in the event the enemy renews its 
aggression. You have my absolute assurance that if Hanoi 
fails to abide by the terms of this agreement it is my intention . . 

to take swift and severe retaliatory action. 

• . * * " . « • * 
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I believe the existing agreement to be an essentially sound one 
which should become even more so if we succeed in obtaining 
some of the changes we have discussed. Ourbe§t assurance 
of success is to move into this new situation with confidence and 
cooperation. 

With this attitude and the inherent strength of your government 
and army on the ground in South Vietnam, I am confident this 
agreement will be a successful one. 

' 

• * * ■ . • * * 
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If, on the other hand, we are unable to agree on the course 
that I have outlined, it is difficult for me to see how. we will 
be able to continue our common effort towards securing a just 
and honorable peace. As General Haig told you I would with 
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great reluctance be forced to consider other alternatives. 

For this reason, it is essential that we have your agreement 
as we proceed into our next meeting with Hanoi's negotiators. 
And I strongly urge you and your advisors to work promptly 
with Ambassador Bunker and our Mission in Saigon on the many 
practical problems which will face us in implementing the 
agreement. I cannot overemphasize the urgency of the task 
at hand nor my unalterable determination to proceed along the 

course which we have outlined. 

• ■ • ' t 
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Above all we must bear in mind what will really maintain the 
agreement. It is not any particular clause in the agreement 
but our joint willingness to maintain its clauses. I repeat my 
personal assurances to you that the United States will react 
very strongly and rapidly to any violation of the agreement. 

But in order to do this effectively it is essential that I have 
public support and that your Government does not emerge as the 
obstacle to a peace which American public opinion now univer- 
sally desires. It is for this reason that I am pressing for the 
acceptance of an agreement which I am convinced is honorable 
and fair and which can be made essentially secure by. our joint 
determination. 

* • ' 

Mrs. Nixoh'joins me in extending our warmest personal 
regards to Madame Thieu and to you. ¥e look forward to 
seeing .you again at our home in California once the just peace 
we have both fought for so long is finally achieved. 


Sincerely, 



His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 

President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 






